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Data collected by shrimp expert illustrates impact of disease

James Anderson, director of the Institute for Sustainable Food Systems and professor of food and resource economics at the University of Florida.
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James
Anderson
delivered a data-
rich survey on
global shrimp
and finfish
production
volumes for the
Global
Aquaculture
Alliance at its
GOAL (Global
Outlook on
Aquaculture
Leadership)
conference, held
in October in
Vancouver,
Canada. His
presentations
has become a
staple of the
annual event.

(For complete
GOAL coverage,
see DAY 1
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According to Anderson, director of the Institute for Sustainable Food Systems and professor of food and resource economics at the University of Florida,
global shrimp production will soon recover from challenging diseases. Curtailed mainly by early mortality syndrome (EMS), global shrimp production fell 14
percent from 2011 to 2013, he told attendees.

But a bounce-back is in the offing, with production expected to return to 2011 levels in short order; Anderson projected an annual growth rate of 7.7 percent
from 2013 to 2017. From 2006 to 2011, the annual growth rate for shrimp was 5.9 percent, according to Anderson’s numbers, which he noted were different
from what the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) had projected (6.3 percent growth each year). FAO figures showed production
increases from 2011 to 2013, a notable distinction from what the GAA data indicated, aligning with the “astronomical” price increases over that period, he
said.

As for shrimp production in the near term, all small size categories of shrimp are expected to increase in supply, added Anderson, who previously led the
World Bank’s Global Program on Fisheries and Aquaculture.

U.S. shrimp imports are expected to increase 4 percent overall in 2015. Imports from Thailand, which were hit hard by EMS, have declined sharply since
peaking in 2010 at 203,000 MT but are expected to recover partially, from 65,000 to 72,000 tons. India, Indonesia and Ecuador have increased their shipments
and become the top exporters to the U.S. market. See the video for further information and insights.
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